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and they were wise enough not to indulge in any
prophetic visions as to the exact form which their
future existence would assume. Immortality is
represented as the result of knowledge. Man
is immortal as soon as he knows himself, or
rather his self, that is, as soon as he knows the
eternal Self within him.

The \vhole of this philosophy may be called the
common property of the ancient thinkers of India.
It was natural enough that it should not have
been taught to children or to people unfit as yet
for higher thought; but no person qualified by
birth and education was kept from it. All that
strikes us is a certain reticence, even on the part
of Death, when he is made to communicate his
knowledge to his young guest. We see that the
teacher is fully aware of the high value of his
knowledge, and that he entrusts it to his pupil
rather grudgingly, and as the most precious thing
he has to give.

II.   From the Maitrdya;/a Upanisliad.

We shall see the same hesitation in another
episode taken from the Maitrdyawa UpanishacL